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I A4 Letter from Mr Ralph Thoresby, 7. ®. S.
Dr Hans Sloane, R, S. Secr. concerning fome Ro-
man Infcriptions found at York, proving that the
Ninth Legion fome time refided there.

§3 Y your very kind Letter T perceive how much I aux
§ ) obliged to the Society for fo candid a seception of
my poor Endeavours, which encourages me to tran{mit
two Romar Infcriptions found at Xork, one very lately,
the other feveral years ago, but no where yet taken no-
tice of, tho it hath this very remarkable, That it is an
undeniablc Argument that the Nimth Legion was not on-
ly in Britain, which is rarely taken notice of, but hat
it refided at Tork 5 which was heretofore unknown. It
i3 a Faneral Monuament, whereupon, under the Statae {in
Baffe-relieve ) of the Standard-bearer of the gth Legion, 1
this Infcription.

1. DVCCIVS
* Lubens voluit *1L.VoL. RvF1
-NVS. VIEN
SIGN. LEG.VIIlte

| AN- XX11X -
Hic fitus eft. H. S. E.

This Monument was found in Trinity-gard ia Mickle-
gare at York, and was happily refcusd by my Houeured
Friend Dr Bryan Fairfax , from the brutilh Workm .,
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who had broke it in the middle, and were going to make
ufe of it for two Throughs, as.they call them, in the
Wall: - but by that worthy Gentlemans dire@ion it -was
placed upright, with the Infcription outwards. That
this gth Legion was in Britain in Galod’s time, and thar
it was alfo Hifpanienfis, appecars from the very Learned
Sir Henry Savile's Naotes at the end of -his Eduion of
Tuacityss but that it, as well as the Vith and the % ¥ch,
was alfo called Vidrex, or that it refided at Tork, has nor
been obferved befores and yet both are evident from
this [nfcription upon a Romar Brick found there.

LEG. IX. VIC|

This is alfo an Argument of the Peace thefe Parts en-
joyed at that time, (pofiibly tlie latter end of Severass’s
Reign,) making Bricks, <cafting up Highways, €. being
the ufual employment ‘of Souldiers at fuch- vacancies.
The former Infcriptionis now removed-to the Gardens
of Sit Jobn Goodricks at Ribflon 5 the latter is in my pof-
feflion.

Sir Hem. Savile was of opinion that this Nowe Hifpe-
nienfis in Britannia was one of thofe eftablithed by T7be-
rius, Caiusy or Clandius, or peradventure in the la cr times
of Augnflus 5 but however that it was certainly here in
Nero’s Reign, and that Petus Cerealis was then Licutenant
thercof is indifputably eviden: from Tuacitus, ( lib. 14.
esp. 10.) who gives a lamentable account of the {laugh-
ter of feventy thoufand Cicizens and Centederates, . by
the enraged Boudicea, i which number was all the Foot
of this ninth Legion: Cerealis with the Hor(e hardly
efcaping. I fuppofe it needlefs to add, that this Number
is frequenzly by the Romans writ VI as well as IX 5 fer
one that is bat cowperenty versdin their Co' s or [n-
{criptions, cannot bur have obferved inftances of both
kinds ; however, t prevene all miftakes, (it being near
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ten years fice I faw this Monument ) the Learned and
Ingenious Roger Guale, Efq; was fo kind as to fend me a
new Tranfeript 5 and I have by me alfo a third, lately
taken by a grave Divine; all which agree that it is the
IXth Legion, which is alfo confirm'd by the other In.
feription upon the Brick, which was but lately found, I
fhall only add what an Ingenious Gentleman of Oxford
writes, - becanfe it relates to an Author I have not the op-
portunity to confult here, but is poflibly in your Curious
Library. “ I am mightily pleafed with the Infcriptions
“ you fent me relating to the gth Legion, there being
“ now no room to douht about the place of Refidence, a
“ thing which was unknown before 5 and for that reafon,
“ thofe who have written about the Roman Legions have
* faid nothing about this, but leave us quite in the dark
“¢ only Urfatus [in his Book de Notis Rom.”| does remark,
¢ that it muft be fomewhere in Britain, becaute Tacitws
« tells us, that when.the Colony at Camalodunum s de-
“ ftroycd by Baadicia, PetilinsCerealis, Legate ot the IX+h
“ Legion, came to their affiftance ; burt yer he makes no
- mention of its being ftiled Vidrix. This I receiv'd
from Mr Tho. Hearune of Edmund Hal/, from whem is ex-
pected a curious Edition of Liwy. '

Your Moft Obliged and Obedien: Servant,

Ralph Thoresby:.
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